
TOWN OF ACTON

INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

Date: November 13, 2009

To: Steven L. Ledoux
Town Manager

From: Engineering Department

Bruce M. Stamski, P.E., Town Engineer/Director of Public Works
RE: Taylor Road and Minot Avenue

Traffic Studies and reports to date

Attached to this IDC are the following documents relative to the above mentioned

intersection.

1. Request from Mr. Marathias dated 7/8/08 requesting Truck Exclusion on Minot and

Taylor Roads.

2. Results of our traffic Study dated July 30, 2008. Study determined truck volume did not

rise to excludable levels.

3. Petition from Mr. Marathias and others dated 10/1/09 and presented to the BOS on

10/19/09 requesting commercial and town truck exclusion.

4. Emails from Mr. Thomas Kanwit and responses from Town Engineer 10/19 to 10/22

5. Email from Meg and Steve Hargreaves dated 10/19/09 regarding dangerous traffic.

6. Email from Police Department dated 10/26/09 regarding enforcement on that date.

7. Email from Selectmen Friedrichs dated 10/20/09 forwarding Mr. Marathias additional

requests

8. The 10/21/09 Town Engineer’s answer to your question as to need for another traffic

study.
9. Additional analysis of July 2008 data to show speed of trucks vs. all vehicles. Trucks
were traveling slightly slower than all vehicles.

10. Town Engineer’s 10/26/09 response to feasibility of rerouting Highway and recycling
vehicles
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Bruce Stamski

From: Bruce Stamski

Sent: Monday, October 26, 2009 5:05 PM
To: Steve Ledoux; Frank Widmayer

Cc: Russell Robinson
Subject: RE: Taylor Rd pedestrian traffic and Town Vehicles

Steve,
I sat at the intersection of Minot and Taylor today at school release time. 2:35 to 3:15. There was one 5th or 6th
grade boy who walked up Minot at 2:48 from the school sidewalk along the south side of Minot facing the traffic,
went around the corner and crossed the road after looking both ways and went into house at #65 Taylor. That
was the only walker. The school bus stopped at 2:38 and dropped off two high school students at the corner.
One went directly into the house at 62 Taylor the other walked up to Partridge Pond Road Road. Another school
bus stopped and dropped off 3 children at the #66 Taylor corner house. There was one adult on a bicycle
heading north on Taylor. It appears the Schools provide bus service even to those close to the school to prevent
children from walking along Taylor Road..

Rerouting our trucks could be done but at a a significant loss of time and to some extent safety. Our Trash
operations haul 4 trailer loads of trash to North Andover a week. The recycling hauler trucks 9-10 roll offs per
week (hopefully 6 hauls in a few weeks). At times theydo go via Concord Road. Our present contract with our
recycler does not specify trucking routes. It could be added to future contracts. Rerouting these trucks to Route 2
would require them to go all the way to the Concord Rotary on the return trip. I do not consider that a feasible
alternative. Rerouting these trucks to Concord Road would put an even greater burden on the Concord
Road/Newtown/Main Street intersection plus increase the truck traffic for those residents. Also, turning from
Minot or Hosmer onto Concord Road is difficult.

Our normal workday traffic is dependent upon where we are working. Today both Highway and Municipal
properties were working south of Route 2 so use of Taylor was the shortest distance. Going to the jobsite via the
Transfer Station entrance requires our trucks to merge with fast moving traffic and shift across two lanes to turn
on to Piper Road or Mass Ave. As with the Trash trucks,rerouting this traffic to Concord Road would put more
traffic on a already critical intersection.

Bruce

From: Steve Ledoux
Sent: Monday, October 26, 2009 2:08 PM
To: Frank Widmayer
Cc: Bruce Stamski
Subject: RE: Taylor Rd

I drove on Taylor the AM on my way to a Dr appointment. With its curves and the trees that jut out, I think it is
difficult to speed.

Bruce, is it feasible to reroute some of Highway and recycling vehicles?

Steven L. Ledoux

Town Manager

11/13/2009



Supplementary Information
Traffic Study - Minot Avenue and Taylor Road

July 15, 2008 - July 21, 2008
85th Percentile Speeds

- Trucks and All Vehicles -

Minot Avenue Taylor Road Taylor Road
Between Minot Avenue and Route 2 By Partridge Pond

Posted Speed Limit 30 mph Posted Speed Limit 25 mph Posted Speed Limit 25 mph
(20 mph dunng school hours)

UP#3 UP#24 UP#18

To Taylor Road To Concord Road To Route 27 To Route 2 To Route 27 To Route 2

Trucks 33.5 mph 35.0 mph 32.1 mph 33.5 mph 29.8 mph 29.4 mph

All 38 mph 36 mph 34 mph 35 mph 33 mph 30 mph
Vehicles
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Bruce Stamski

From: Frank Widmayer
Sent: Wednesday, October 21, 2009 10:59 AM

To: PSF Police Traffic
Cc: Bruce Stamski

Subject: FW: Request fro help with Taylor-Minot rds speeding and truck issues

Please target this area.

From: Bruce Stamski
Sent: Wednesday, October 21, 2009 8:35 AM
To: Steve Ledoux; Frank Widmayer
Cc: Engineering Department
Subject:RE: Request fro help with Taylor-Minot rds speeding and truck issues

Steve,
I think the residents of the area have seen more truck traffic due to the water line construction on Taylor and
Coughlin. That is over now. I do not think anything has changed in the area since last year. The level of truck
traffic did not come close to meeting the warrants for exclusion. We are reviewing the data from last year with
the intent of determining the speeds of the truck traffic only. Are counters do not automatically give this
information so we have to break it out by hand. This may provide some useful information. If truck speeds are
high perhaps the police can do some checking on Monday when our recycling hauler does mostof the
trucking. We will be making a safety improvement on Taylor Road this fall by relocating a stone wall off the edge
of pavement at the curve in the road near the Conant School entrance. I do agree that sidewalks should be
extended in the area. Perhaps the citizens should direct their concerns to the sidewalk committee.
Bruce

From: Steve Ledoux
Sent: Tuesday, October 20, 2009 4:00 PM
To: Bruce Stamski; Frank Widmayer
Subject: FW: Request fro help with Taylor-Minot rds speeding and truck issues

Should we do another traffic study?

Steven L. Ledoux
Town Manager
472 Main St
Acton, MA 01720
Telephone:(978) 264-9612
Fax: (978) 264-9630

Whenwriting or corresponding, please be aware that the Secretary of State has determined that most email is a
public record and, therefore, may not be kept confidential.

From: Terra Friedrichs [mailto:terraf©compuserve.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 20, 2009 3:48 PM
To: Steve Ledoux

11/13/2009
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Bruce Stamski

From: Steve Ledoux
Sent: Tuesday, October 20, 2009 4:00 PM
To: Bruce Stamski; Frank Widmayer

Subject: FW: Requestfro help with Taylor-Minot rds speeding and truck issues
Attachments: Minot_andTaylor_Rds.pdf; Taylor-Minot_Trucks_7_1_08.jpg; Acton Letter.doc; photol .jpg;

photo2 .jpg; photo3.jpg; photo5.jpg; Taylor_and_minot_Rds_kids.jpg

Should we do another traffic study?

Steven L. Ledoux
Town Manager
472 Main St
Acton, MA 01 720
Telephone:(978) 264-9612
Fax: (978) 264-9630

When writing or corresponding, please be aware that the Secretary of State has determined that most email is a
public record and, therefore, may not be kept confidential.

From: Terra Friedrichs [mailto:terraf@compuserve.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 20, 2009 3:48 PM
To: Steve Ledoux
Cc: Terra Friedrichs
Subject: Fwd: Request fro help with Taylor-Minot rds speeding and truck issues

more info, scanned clocs. see photos below, the photos are pretty telling... t

Selectman Friedrichs,

Hello, I would like to request your help in obtaining a truck restriction
for Taylor and Minot roads. I Live on Taylor Rd. There are a large
number of large trucks, a significant portion of which come from the
transfer station, that use Taylor and Minot Rds as a short cut to route 27
and route 2 (See attached pictures) . These roads are to narrow and not
made to handle such truck traffic and these trucks along with regular car
traffic speed way over the 25 mph speed limit. It is very dangerous for
people to even get their mail, let alone walk on these roads. There are
Children that walk to the Conant school and with no sidewalks (adding only
sidewalks would not solve the problem) and no crossing guard, it is
extremely dangerous for those kids walking to and from school. Yesterday
at the Selectman meeting, I provided a packet with a petition asking for a

speed and truck restriction on these roads and pictures to back up my
claim. I would ask for you to review these documents. I have enclosed a
few pictures with this email. I have also enclosed a copy of my letter to
the police and selectman from last year. I have been trying to get
something done about these issues from last year with no luck. Please get
in touch with me to discuss further.

Best Regards

11/13/2009
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Bill Marathias, Ph.D.
66 Taylor Rd.
Acton, MA 01720
978—496—0666
vmarathia@weslAy~n. edu

L~l~s

11/13/2009
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472 Main St
Acton, MA 01720
Telephone:(978) 264-9612
Fax: (978) 264-9630

When writing or corresponding, please be aware that the Secretary of State has determined that most email is a
public record and, therefore, may not be kept confidential.

From: Frank Widmayer
Sent: Monday, October 26, 2009 2:06 PM
To: Steve Ledoux
Cc: Bruce Stamski
Subject: FW: Taylor Rd

Franki. Widmayer Ill
Chief of Police
978-263-2911

From: Christopher Prehi
Sent: Monday, October 26, 2009 1:41 PM
To: Frank Widmayer; Robert Parisi; Ray Grey
Subject: Taylor Rd

I took a position this morning at Taylor and Minotto monitor the traffic. I started at 7:10 AM and ended at 9:15 AM.
The highest speed that I had was 32 MPH in the 25 zone (a passenger car coming south on Taylor RD). The
truck traffic was mainly DPW vehicles and Empire trucking hauling in and out roll-offs from our DPW. I wrote 2
citation in that area but the violations were for inspection offences. I will monitor the area during my shifts this
week. I had my times logged with dispatch.

Chris

11/13/2009
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978 266 2778 (home)
978 808 7173 (cell)

Original Message
From: northfi~d95~ n. net
To: terraf~comøuserve.com
Cc: vmarathias~wesIeyan.edu
Sent: Mon, Oct 19, 2009 8:54 pm
Subject: Dangerous Traffic on Taylor Road

Ms. Terra Friedrichs,

I attended the town council meeting this evening in support of a citizen petition that was
presented to the council by my neighbor, Bill Marathias. My family lives at 62 Taylor Road, at the
intersection of Taylor and Minot Roads. Bill and his family lives on the same intersection, across
the street. Our problem is that all kinds of traffic, from cars to huge trucks, go too fast along our
road, endangering our yards, our houses, our driveways, and our children.

Sometimes vehicles go so fast that they miss the curve and drive onto our properties and those
of our neighbors. In summer, cars careen around the curve, cutting the corner and driving over
my garden. In the winter, snow plows also cut the curb, scraping over my plants. On Bill’s side,
trucks cut his curve, leaving tire marks and indents on his curb. A couple of years ago, a young
driver drove so fast around the curve that he hit a set of large boulders, pushing them 8-10 feet
down the property, then flipped the car over, and careened upside down across the street into
the neighboron my side of the road, bursting into flames.

The street is dangerous because vehicles go too fast, there are no sidewalks, there are not
enough streetlights, and the intersection has only a one-way stop when it should be a three-way
stop. The street is too dangerous for kids to walk to Conant School, a few doors way. The street
is too dangerous for walking by anyone, especially at Halloween.

We are asking for three kinds of help from the town: (1) stop having the highway department’s
vehicles drive too fast and plow over our curbs by rerouting them to different road to Route 2; (2)
putting in two more stop signs to stop traffic at the intersection; and (3) provide a policedetail for
an hour at the intersection on Halloween to enable families to go trick or treating. We are willing
to pay for the detail service, if the cost is affordable.

Bill and his neighbors have been trying to get some help from the engineering department, the
police department and the city hail for over a year. We look forward to hearing from you soon
about what next steps will be taken to have this issue resolved. Bill submitted a large packet of
materials to the council this evening. Please review the information and share it as appropriate.

Thank you for your assistance.

- Meg and Steve Hargreaves
62 Taylor Road
Acton, MA
(978) -263-1284.

11/13/2009
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Bruce Stamski

From: Kanwit, Thomas (USAMA) {Thomas.Kanwit~usdoj.gov]

Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2009 4:54 PM
To: Bruce Stamski

Subject: RE: Taylor Road

Mr. Stamski-

Thank you for your detailed response. I am glad to hear that the Town is taking our
concerns seriously. As for the center line, I think a line just on the curve would help
without encouraging greater speed. And on the stop sign, I know that Concord put up
stop signs for speed control and haven’t had any lawsuits. And how could anyone say
that the signs were solely for speed control rather than safety concerns? I am
concerned about people coming down Taylor and hitting me when I pull out from
Coughlin onto Taylor, since I can only see just so far up Taylor. I think the speed control
vs. safety distinction is a bit of a red herring. Given that Dr. Mary Donald has a parking
lot for her patients right by that intersection, it would increase the safety for the
patients if vehicles had to stop at that intersection.

But I welcome further dialogue. Thanks again.

Thom Kanwit

From: Bruce Stamski [mailto:bstamskk~acton-ma.gov]
Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2009 4:29 PM
To: Steve Ledoux; Frank Widmayer; Kanwit, Thomas (USAMA)
Cc: Engineering Department
Subject: RE: Taylor Road

Mr. Kanwit,
Thank you for your email with somevery good suggestions on controlling traffic on Taylor Road. Our traffic
counts were done over a week period with automatic traffic counters which have small tubes across the street.
No cruisers were involved. Attached is a copy of the study we did last year. The 85% speed (which is the speed
at which 85% are going at or slower; 15% of vehicles exceed this speed) was in the 30-34 mph range near the
intersection of Partridge Pond Road. As you suggest, we will look into placing more speed limit signs in the area.

We already have plans to relocate the stone wall at the edge of pavement and fixing the road shoulder at the
curve you mentioned. This work will be done in the next few weeks.

Once this work is done we will evaluate the painting of a centerline. While I agree with you that the centerline will
help keep vehicles in their proper lane there are some studies that indicate the addition of center lines may
increase speeds. It is a balancing act.

The placement of a stop sign at Taylor and Coughlin is problematic. We have to follow the Manual on Uniform
Traffic Control Devices which is mandated by state and federal law. The manual states that “Stop signs should
not be used for speed control.” Placing a stop sign as you suggest would be contrary to this regulation and put

11/13/2009
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the Town at greater risk for lawsuits.

We will look to installing more speed limit signs, fix the curve in the road and evaluate the need for a centerline
after the curve is fixed.

Sincerely,
Bruce M. Stamski
Town Engineer/Director of Public Works

From: Steve Ledoux
Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2009 3:10 PM
To: Frank Widmayer; Bruce Stamski
Subject: FW: Taylor Road

Steven L. Ledoux
Town Manager
472 Main St
Acton, MA 01720
Telephone:(978) 264-9612
Fax: (978) 264-9630

When writing or corresponding, please be aware that the Secretary of State has determined that most email is a
public record and, therefore, may not be kept confidential.

From: Kanwit, Thomas (USAMA) [mailto:Thomas.Kanwit©usdoj.gov]
Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2009 3:03 PM
To: Steve Ledoux
Cc: Terra Friedrichs; vmarathias@wesleyan.edu
Subject: Taylor Road

Mr. Ledoux-

My email was one that was forwarded by Mr. Marathias to Ms.
Friedrichs and on to you, I believe. In the version that came back to
me, the formatting made the email very hard to read. If it came to
you like that, I apologize. I will quickly make just a couple of points
that might have been missed.

First, if the speed survey is/was done with a visible cruiser, the
results will be skewed. Second, changing the speed limit on the road
is not the solution we residents are looking for- at least, not me. If

11/13/2009
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the cars obeyed the 20/25 mph limit, that would be fine. But they
don’t.

So I suggest a couple of easy steps that could be taken by the town
immediately and without further study. One, put a stop sign at the
intersection of Taylor Rd. and Coughlin St., controlling the
southbound traffic on Taylor Rd. Yes, people will roll through it but
they will slow down. This is important because they pick up speed
coming down the grade from the Arboretum around the corner by
Coughlin. It is almost a blind corner coming in that direction.

Two, put up a new speed limit sign on Taylor between Coughlin and
the Arboretum, again controlling the southbound traffic. By the
time vehicles coming in this direction see the sign down past my
house (41 Taylor), they already are going about 40 mph (in my
layman’s, unaided estimation).

Three, widen the corner just above the Conant school on the outside
(which is already town property, I think) and paint a dividing line so
the cars coming from Rt. 2 heading up Taylor don’t cut the corner
(many do now).

I don’t think any of these is unreasonable. I know widening the
corner is a bigger deal than the others, but it would be well worth it.
Just a little wider would help. Finally, more law enforcement would
be good. When I have asked people to slow down, sometimes the
response has been remarkably hostile.

Thank you for listening.

Thom Kanwit

41 Taylor Rd.

11/13/2009
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- OriginalMessage-

Subject:RE: TaylorRd

From: “Kanwit, Thomas(USAMA)” <Thomas.Kanwit—usdoj.gov>

Date:Mon, October19, 2009 4:31 pm

To: vrnarathias@wesleyan.edu

To theActonSelectmen,

I amworried thateveryday,peopledrive well overthespeedlimit on TaylorRoad.

I worrywhenmywife goesto getthemail, becausepeoplecomeby sofast aroundthe

cornerthatI fearsl1emight gethit. I don’tlet mychildrenwalkalongtheroad

for thesamereason.Ifwe go downto theConantSchoolby bicycle, I haveto watch

verycarefullyandamnevercomfortablewithit. Oftenwedrive down,eventhough

it is only aquartermile or lessaway,just to staysafe.

Therearethreeareaswhichareparticularlydangerous.The first is whereTaylor

Rd. andCoughlin St.meet.CarscomingdownTaylorRoadfrom Rt. 27 pickup speed

andaregoing toofastpasttheintersection.Theycan’tseearoundthecorner. If

anyoneis pulling out ofDr.Donald’sparkinglot at 42 TaylorRoad,theyaretaking

abigrisk becauseof this situation.

Thesecondareais theturn justabovetheConantSchool.Carscomingup fromRt. 2

regularlycrossoverinto theoncominglaneastheycutthecorner.Thereis

nothingto mark themiddle ofihe lane,andtheroadis toonarrowalongthatbend.

Thethird areaof concernis theportionofTaylorwhereit meetswithRt. 2. Cars

comingdownTaylorRd.routinelyspeedup if theyseethat thelight aheadat Rt. 2

is green.Theycangoby thelasthouseon theleft atspeedsin excessof45-50

mph, in my estimation.

I believethatlargetrucksshouldbe re-routedoff TaylorRd.andMinot to the

extentpossible,especiallyifthey aremakingearlyrnorningor latenighttrips.

I realizethatnot everyproblemcanbesolved,butthesituationcanbemade

11/13/2009
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better.A stopsignatTaylor Rd. at Coughlin St. for the traffic comingsouthon

TaylorRd. wouldhelp. Permanentspeedlimit remediationandgreaterenforcement

ofthespeedlimit andpostingmoresignswould help-asit isnow,the25 mphsign

for southboundtraffic onTaylor coiningpasttheArboretuinisafter thecars havecome

aroundthecornernearCoughlinandpickedup speeddownthehill. Placingthesignbeforethe

downhill wouldhelp (althoughastopsignwould bepreferable).

Thankyou.

ThomasKanwit

41 Taylor Rd.

0

—0

11/13/2009
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Bruce Stamski

From: Christine Joyce

Sent: Tuesday, October 20, 2009 10:57 AM
To: Frank Widmayer; Bruce Stamski

Subject: FW:

Mr. SteveLedoux10/1/2009

TownManager

TownofActon,MA

Mrs. PaulinaKnibbe

Mrs. LaurenS. Rosenzweig

Mr. Mike Gowing

Mr. PeterBeny

Mrs. TerraFriedrichs

BoardofSelectmen

TownofActon,MA

DearMr. LedouxandBoardofSelectmen,

WetheresidentsoftheneighborhoodencompassingTaylor, Minot andForestRoadsofActon

Massachusettsrequireacommercialvehiclerestrictionon theseroads,including butnot limited to all

truckslargeorsmallassociatedwith thetransferstationon 14 ForestRd. for thefollowing reasons:

1. For thesafetyof theChildren who walk to andfrom theConantSchool,whichpossessesno

crossingguardsandtheroadsto theschoolhaveno sidewalks.

2. Forthesafety,healthandquality oflife ofihe peoplewho live in theabovementioned

neighborhoods.

3. Thethreeabovementionedroadsaresmallcountryroadsthathaveno sidewalksandarenot

physicallysuitedfor largetrucktraffic.

Solution

Any commercialor town vehicleneedingto accesstheTransferStationcanusethealreadyexisting

route 2 entranceandavoidall local roadsandor can accessroute27via ConcordRd.All other

11/13/2009
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commercialvehicleshouldnot beallowedto useTaylorandMinot roadsasashortcutto their

destinations.

In additionto thecommercialvehiclerestriction,speedremediationis neededfor theabovementioned

roadsin orderto slow downvehiclesthatroutinely travelat dangerousspeedsabovetheposted

speedlimit of 25 mph.

NameAddressPhoneNumberEmail
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TOWN OF ACTON
472 Main Street

Acton, Massachusetts, 01720
Telephone (978) 264-9628

Fax (978) 264-9630

INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICAliON

To: Steve Ledoux, Town Manager Dat.: July 30, 2008

From: Engineering Department

Subject: Traffic Study — Mind Ave & Taylor Road Intersection

The Engineering Department setup our traffic counters at the intersection of MinotAve &
Taylor Road. The traffic counters collected data from Tuesday, July

15
th thru Monday, July

21~.Attached is an aerial locus showing the approximate location of the three (3) traffic
counters.

Based on our traffic data, we determined the foQowing information:

MlnotAve-
- Average Daily Traffic is 1.699 vehicles per day (Local Street)
- 85~Percentile Speed - 38 mph heading to Taylor Road

- 36 mph heading to Minot Ave
- (AdvisoryThickly Settled speed of 30 mph
- 20 mph during school hours)
- average of 47 trucks per day (2.75% of the overall vehicles counted)

Taylor Road by Partridge Pond Road
- Average Daily Traffic Is 2,107 vehicles per day (Collector Street)
-

85
th Percentile Speed -30 mph heading to Route 2

- 33 mph heading to Route 27
(posted speed limit is 25 mph)

- average of 47 trucks per day (2.21% of the overall vehicles counted)

Taylor Road between Minot Ave & Route 2
- Average Daily Traffic is 2,747 vehicles per day (Collector Street)
-

85
th Percentile Speed - 35 mph heading to Route 2

-34 mph heading to Route 27
(posted speed limit is 25 mph)

- average of 59 trucks per day (2.13% of the overall vehicles counted)

EngineerIng Department

Page1 of2



In order to approve a truck exclusion on a Town way, the roadway and traffic volume
characteristics needs to comply with Section 1 IA-9 (Heavy Commercial Vehicle Exclusion) of
the Massachusetts Amendments to the Manual on uniform Traffic Control Devises and the
Standard Municipal Traffic Code dated October 2006 (attached herewith). The first warrant
states the percentage of heavy commercial trucks on the road should be within the range of
five to eight percent. All three approaches to the intersection only have between 2-3% of the
traffic being deemed as truck traffic. The second warrant is that the road pavement is severely
deteriorating due to the truck traffic. The DPW has not reported any severe issues with the
road pavement at this location. The third warrant deals with time restricted exclusions during
the night.

Based on thedata collected from our traffic counts, the Engineering Department does not
recommend a truck exclusion since it does not meet the warrant as set forth in the above-
mentioned Amendment from the State.

We have forwarded a copy of this report to the Police Department. Copies of the traffic
data are on-file in the Engineering Department.

If you have any questions, orneed additional information, please let us know.

Page 2of2
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Section 11A-8 SpeedControl

Of the spccialregulations adoptedby municipalities under thc provisionsof Chapter 90,
Section IS ofthe General Laws, the mostcommonlyused is thespecia!regulation of thc speed of
motor vehicles.Considerabledata including speedobservationsand trial runs must be obtainedby
municipal officials, usuallythe Police Department. The final determination is basedupon the85-
pcrccntile method, which is that speedat or belowwhich 85%ofthe vehiclesobservedwere actually
travcling. Department representativesarcavailableto demonstratethe proper methodfor conducting
the necessarystudiesand drafting the covering regulation. upon written requestof local officials.

Procedurefor Establishment of Legal SpeedZones

(I) Municipality to make proper studiesand submit data to the Departmcnt. (Municipalities
usuallyacceptthe available servicesof the Departmentin conducting studies and
assemblingthedata).

(2) After the speedzones,proposedby the local authorities, arereviewedby the Department,
theyarc returned to themunicipality for formal adoption by the rule-making body.

(3) Upon receipt of notice of formal adoption by municipality the Department, actingjointly

with the Registiy, will ccrti1~yand approve.

(4) Certified regulation is returned to municipaifty.

(5) Official SpeedLimit signsmay then be installed in accordancewith the spccific

provisionsof the approved spcedregulation.

(6) The SpecialSpeedRegulation is then enforceableagainstviolators.

Section 1 IA-9 HeavyCommercial VehicleExclusion

A truck exclusion from a municipal way may be authorizcd provided a suitable alternate
route is available. The alternate route shall have an effective width and pavement structure which
can safelyaccommodatetheadditional truck traffic. In addition the alternate route must meetoneof
the following conditions:

(1) Lic wholly within the community making application.
(2) Lie partially in an adjacent community but only on State Highway, or
(3) Lie partially in an adjaccnt community but have the adjacentcommunity’s written
approval.

— Ii —



An engineeringstudy, asoutlined in the Data requestedbelow, must be made.In addition, one

or morc of the following may be sufficient justification for truck exclusion:

1. Warrants

A. A volume ofheavycommercial vehicles,which usually is in the rangeof five (5) to eight (8)
percent, reducesthe utilization of the facility and is causeforasubstantial reduction in
capacity or safety.

B. The condition of the pavemcntstructure of the route to be excluded indicates that further
repeatedhcavy wheel loadswill result in severedeterioration ofthe roadway. (subjectto
Department rcvicw)

C. Notwithstanding the foregoing, in certaininstances where Land use is primarily residential in
nature and a municipality has requestedexclusiononly during hours of darkness,a specific
night exclusionmay begranted.

2. Data
Before the Department can consideran exclusionproposal, the following datamust besubmitted

by the municipality:

A. A twenty-four hour consecutivecount of all vehiclesusing the subject street. (If the
exclusion is requestedfor only twelve hours, a twelve-hour count wifl suffice.)The count
shall be broken into one-halfhour intervals showing:

(I) Commercialvehicleswith acarryingcapacityover2V2 tons
(2) Othervehicles

B. Map of the area,with the excludedstreetmarkedin red,thealternateroutein green,

C. Physicalcharacteristicsofexcludedandalternatestreetsin question,i.e, length,width, type
and condition of surfaceand sidewalk.

D. Typesofbuildings or property abutting street(Residential,Business,School,Playground,
ete).

E. Zoning ofStreet(Residential, Industrial, etc.)~

F. Proximity of probabLe alternate route to the pmposedexcluded route and the additional

distance to be traveled using the alternate route.

G. Types of traffic control existing on street.

H. Hoursduring which exclusionis to be in effect.

I. A written statementfrom the municipality as to the needfor the exclusion.

-



Message Page 7 of 10

7/8/2008

Mr. SteveLedoux

TownManager

Townof Acton, MA

Mrs. LaurenS. Rosenzwe~g

Mrs. PaulinaKnibbe

Mr. AndrewD. Magee

Mr. PeterBerry

Mrs. TerraFriedrichs

Boardof Selectmen

Townof Acton, MA

DearMr. LedouxandBo2~rdofSelectmen,

I wouldlike to brii~--igtoyour attentionaverysignificantsafetyissueconcerning

trucktraffic onMinot and~Taylorroads.Sincemovingto theneighborhoodin earlyApril

ofthisyear,wehavenotk~edthatthereis aconstantflow of largetrucksthatpasson

thesetworoads.We havethreechildren agesfive, sevenandnine thatwill beattending

the ConantSchoollocateciat 80Taylorroad. We wereundertheimpressionthatour

childrencouldwalkto th—irschool sinceit is oniy averyshortdistanceaway.But with

the lackof sidewalksone~therTay1orroadandpartofMinot roadandwith thetruck

traffic on thesetwo roads,~itis extremelydangerousfor anypedestrianlet alonechildren

walking to school.I would like to furtheremphasizethatthesetrucksaretoolargeto

travel onTaylorandMinc—~troads.Pleaseseetheattachedpictures.Thesetwo roads

barelyfit two standardcai~ssideby side.Theeighteenwheelersthataremakingtheturn

fromTaylorto Minot roac~—.saresolargethattheyneedboth endsof eachroadto makethe

11/13/2009
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turn.I haveseenanumberof childrenwalking homefrom theConantSchool thatneed

to walk in my yardin ord—~’rtoavoidtrucksdriving downtheseroads.Also, therehave

beenanumberof timesw~aenthesetruckshavejumpedanddamagedthecurbin front of

myhomenearweremy cljiildren play, in orderto maketheturn.I havespokento both

DetectiveCowanof theAicton PoliceDepartmentandhadcommunicatedmyconcernsto

him in writing (seeattach’-.~d1etter).I havealsospokento BruceStarnski,Town

Engineer/Directorofl~ub1-~cWorks.My conversationwith Mr. Stamskiwasvery

troubling. I expressedmyconcernregardingthetrucktraffic andsafetyissues,asI do in

this letter,to Mr. Stamski.—butunfortunately,theseconcernsweremetwith indifference.

It seemsthatasignificantportion of thetruck traffic comesfrom the transferstationthat

is locatedon 14 ForestR9ad.Thesetrucks(EmpireTrucking)arecontractedby the

Townof Acton. I askedII$4r. Starnskithereasonwhy thetrucksdo notusetheroute2

entranceto thetransferst-’tion. Iftheroute2 entrancewasusedthenthetruckswould

avoidtheschool,as well ~s,all small roadsandneighborhoods.Mr. Starnski’sresponse

to this questionwasthat1~ewouldratherhavethe curbin front of myhomeshortenedto

aOcornrnodatethetrucksr--therthanredirectthetrucktraffic to theroute2 entrance.His

reasonfor this is it wouldaddafewmilesto thetruckingroute.It is commonsensethat

thesafetyof ourchildren—ndthepeopleof ourneighborhoodsupersedestheconvenience

of theEmpire trucks.As amatterof fact, thewebpagefor theTransferStationlocatedon

theActon websiteadvertisesonly theroute2 entrance/exitanddoesnot indicateany

otherroutesto thestation.Pleasealsonotethaton Tuesday,June24

tIl 2008 the Empire

trucksweredriving theTaylor-Minot route from 3:00 AM to 5:00 AM. Thismuststop

for bothsafetyandthequality of life of thepeoplethat live in theseneighborhoods.

With theabovementionedinformationin mind,we would like to formally askfor a

commercialvehiclerestriction onTaylorandMinot roadsfor all typesoftrucks.Very

simply, anytruck needing-4oaccesstheTransferStationcanusetheexistingroute2

11/13/2009
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entranceandavoid all local roads.All othertrucksshouldnot beallowedto useTaylor

andMinot roadsasashortcutto their destinations.

Pleasenotethatthephotosweretakenon 7/1/08between7:30 AM and8:00AM andare

justasniall sampleof the traffic thatpasseson thesetwo roads.

Bil Marathiah.D.

AngelaMarathias

66 Taylor Rd.

Acton, MA 01720

Home:978-274-2755

Office:617-665-5665

:30.

May21, 2008

DetectiveCowan

Traffic Division

ActonPoliceDept.

371 Main Street

Acton, MA 01720

DearDetectiveCowan,

As perourphoneconversationonMay

19

thi 2008, I would like to formally ask the Town

ofActon,Matoprovideapermanentsolution to thespeedingproblemthatexistson

TaylorandMinot Roads.I haveobservedboth carsandtrucksregularlyspeedingon

thesetworoads.Inaddition, I have alsoseenchildrenwalking fromtheConant

elementaryschoolandusingbothMinot andTaylorRoads,eitherofwhichhaveside

walks, while motoristsarespeedingby. 1ff maymakeasuggestion,additionalstopsigns

at the intersectionofTaylor andMinot Roadsmayalleviatethespeedingissue.Adding

11/13/2009
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sidewalkswill also increasethe securityof thechildrenthatarewalkinghomefrom the

Conantschool.

Additionally, thereis agreatdealoftrucktraffic on Minot andTaylorRoads.I would

like to askfor atruckrestrictionon thesetwo roadsastheselargetrucksessentiallydo

not fit on suchnarrowroadsmaking it dangerousfor pedestriansandmotorists.I would

like to bringto your attentionan incidentsthatI observedinvolving atruck thattravelson

thesetwo roads.This morning (5/21/08) along bedeighteenwheelertruck couldnot

maketheturn froni Minot to Taylor. The trailerwasto long. Thetruckhadto backupon

Minot Roadandthengo forward to makethe turnon to Taylor.But thetruckwas still to

long andjumpedthecurbpresentin frontofrny houseto makethe turn.Trucksroutinely

haveto stopandpull to thesideto allow eitherautosor othertrucksto passonTaylor

andMinot Roads.I believethattheseroadsarenot meantfor trucksandtheiruseof

theseroadscreatesadangeroussituation.

BestRegards7

~~BiliMarathias

66 TaylorRd.

Acton, MA 01720

Home:978-274-2755

Office: 617-665-5665

CC: BruceStamski,P.E.,SteveLedoux

Lettersentvia fax to DetectiveCowanandemail to Mr. Stamskiandto Mr. Ledoux.
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